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We have distinctly maintained that representative government
in its Western sense is totally inapplicable to the Indian empire,
and would be uncongenial to the traditions of the Eastern popula-
tions, that Indian conditions do not admit of popular representa-
tion, that the safety and welfare of this country must depend on
the supremacy of British administration, and that supremacy can
in no circumstances be delegated to any kind of representative
assembly.
Little did he dream that within less than a decade India would be
on the high road to the attainment of that very system of govern-
ment which he regarded as totally inapplicable to Eastern condi-
tions, and that the reforms which he had inaugurated and regarded
as adequate for her needs for as long a time as one could see, would
so soon have to give place to a much more ambitious scheme of
self-government. Truly has Mr. Ramsay Macdonald observed, "the
intention of reformers is nothing and the internal momentum of
reforms is everything."